
Grants Application 

Application Details
Fund Holehird Trust Fund 20/21 

(Groups)
Application no 22318

Project cost £30,427.44 Amount requested £5,000.00
Amount 
recommended

£2,000.00 Grants Officer Ellen Clements

Applicant Details
Organisation New Hutton Institute
Post Town KENDAL District South Lakeland

Grant Priority 5 Index of Multiple 
Deprivation

120

Aims of the group New Hutton Village Institute built in 1928 is the centre and focal point for all of New Hutton 
Parish. The elected committee are responsible for the running, maintenance and hire of the 
Hall. The hall is the social hub of the village providing a venue for local groups and clubs 
meeting in a warm and convivial environment. The Village Hall committee organises many 
events to form a social framework for village residents and friends beyond as well as 
providing a fundraising income to cover running costs

Previous Funding Details
No. of grant 
applications

3 No. of approved 
grants

2 Total Amount 
Awarded

£4000.00

Project Details
Project title New Heating System
Project detail Our project is to improve the energy efficiency of heating the hall, currently heated by 

inefficient electric bar heaters which are increasingly inadequate and very expensive to run. 
The bars heaters are the only form of heating in the hall consequently the building is never 
really warm - not a warm and welcoming atmosphere for anyone let alone our more ‘senior & 
very young' residents”. To compliment and benefit a new heating system, the windows also 
need replaced because in many the glazing has failed and consequently can no longer be 
opened. To be ‘energy efficient’ new windows would also help natural sunlight enter the 
building and generally keep the building healthier and warm at no additional cost. At the 
present time there is no background heating the hall can becomes damp, smells unpleasant 
and discourages rental potential. Background heat also prevents dampness during periods of 
cold frosty weather and prolonged rain as in recent months.

Need The New Hutton Institute (village hall) survey was conducted during December 2018 to gain 
information from parishioners in the village to their thoughts on the current village
hall facilities.
• 62 surveys were completed and returned (46% of households responded)
• Representing 155 people (44% of parishioners)
The following statement was asked
"The village hall is indispensable to the wellbeing of the community"
• Strongly Agree 83.87% (52 responses)
• Agree 16.13% (10 responses)
• Disagree 0.00% (0 responses)
The following was asked
“Would you use the Hall more if the facilities were up graded?”
• 92% responded that they would likely use the hall if the facilities were upgraded
• 8% responded that they were unlikely to use the hall more if the facilities were
upgraded
“What suggestions can you make to make the Village Hall a better place?”
• Warmer hall
• If there was better facilities people from outside of the parish may use it for other



events
• Different heating system. Lighten the dark woodwork in the main hall. Remove the
benches from round the side and use the individual chairs.
• Changing demographics: celebrate changing farming seasons and encourage
“off-comers “.People like a party!
Current user groups have told us that the current heating is inefficient and very costly for
them to use. It has to be switched on by someone long before an event is been held to
get the hall sufficiently warm for when people start arriving.

Disadvantage New Hutton is a rural parish with many scattered properties located east of Kendal 
comprising of 135 households and approximately 350 residents. Residents can be isolated and 
disadvantaged because of the remoteness, narrow roads/lanes and lack of the many 
amenities and activities taken for granted in larger villages and towns. The village hall is the 
only public building in the vicinity and is without doubt the social hub and meeting place of 
the community. There are no shops, post office or village pub but an attractive church not the 
venue for many social gatherings and not easily accessed
particularly by the disabled. The village has an extremely limited bus service running from 
Kendal to Sedbergh and return. There are a small number of houses that make up the village 
centre (16) the rest are spread throughout the parish made up of scattered farms and in some 
cases farm building conversions hence ‘a centre’ is vital if the community is to survive and 
thrive.

Benefits The major outcome would be an energy efficient system that would meet climate change 
criteria, relatively cheap to run and give a facility that is warm, attractive and welcoming to 
everyone in the Parish and interested hall rentals. As in every community there are those 
more ’senior' residents who need to be assured and confident that they will be warm, safe 
and secure in a friendly environment that encourages community spirit and enjoyable 
camaraderie before they even think of venturing out. Social events as supper evenings, 
dances, quizzes, school performances, charity evenings, village celebrations etc are vitally 
important to everyone in this rural and in many ways isolated community. Our aim is attract a 
wider proportion of the local residents and others from neighbouring parishes to our events. 
We want people to mix especially those newer residents that haven't lived in the parish very 
long .

Measure With a warmer user friendly hall we should be able to increase our rental income. Our own 
events such as Foodie/ Pub Nights/ Social nights will be organised to bring the community 
together in a warm welcoming village hall. We can measure our success by how the events 
are attended and feedback from them, number of hall bookings and running costs of the hall.

After funding ends The project would secure the hall’s future. The energy efficient heating system with a life 
span of 25 years plus would meet all criteria and current demand of local and Central 
Government promotion/suggestion and be a much sought-after venue for many years to 
come. The hall would be more energy efficient we wouldn't be wasting energy/money and 
the energy/heat we are producing is from a renewable source and environmentally friendly.

No of beneficiaries 350 No of volunteers 25

Expenditure
Capital costs: £5,000.00
Heat Pump and Heat Emitters £18713.44
UPVC Double Glazed Windows £11714

Income
Amount of funding 
raised so far

£12,406.00 Bridge Trust £3000,Band Nights £3778, Domino Drives £784, Raffles 
£2850, Quiz Night £1120, Foodie Night £874

Applying 
Elsewhere

Yes Banks Armistead Wind Farm £5000, Lambrigg Windfarm £2000,

Quotes Received Yes

Assessment



Assessor’s 
comments 

New Hutton is a scattered rural settlement about three miles east of Kendal. Apart from a 
church this is the only community building for the village.

New Hutton Village Institute was built in 1928 and is the focal point for social/community 
activities in the New Hutton parish. The committee are responsible for the running, 
maintenance and hire of the hall. The venue provides facilities for many local groups and 
activities including concerts, dances, games/cards evenings, coffee mornings, lunches, teas 
and dinner parties, craft fairs, indoor bowling, dance classes and computer training. 

They are currently updating the building and have demolished and rebuilt the kitchen area 
with a total project cost of £55,946.  The village have completed a lot of fundraising through 
events and applying to funders and they now have a lovely kitchen with hygienic and modern 
facilities. Their next project is a new heating system to replace the old costly and not very 
efficient system.

Financial information:
The accounts ending December 2019 show an income of £69,885.82, this includes £59,250 for 
the new kitchen and other improvement works, with expenditure of £54,434 for the kitchen 
and £5,924.87 for normal running costs. 

Recommend a contribution as now is a good time to get any work done while the building is 
not being used.


